
Year Group 5/6: African Mediaeval Kingdoms 
Year group: 5&6 Term: SPRING Theme: Cities Through Time – This Manchester Man 

Prior learning Cross-curricular and visits/visitors 

Know that: 
Cotton was a key item of manufacture in the Lancashire region. 

Many factories produced cotton during the 19th and 20th century in Lancashire. 

Many people moved from the countryside (rural) to the towns and cities (urban) 

during this period. 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

Historians use special skills – this is called disciplinary knowledge. 

Chronology   
Identifying where periods studied fit into a chronological framework by noting connections, trends and 

contrasts over time. 

Sequencing events and periods through the use of appropriate terms relating to the passing of time (empire) 

In depth study of different periods, using appropriate vocabulary when describing the passing of time and 

historical concepts 

Events, People and Changes  
Understanding significant aspects of history – nature of ancient civilisations; expansion and dissolution of 

empires; characteristic features of societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 

Establishing a narrative showing connections and trends within and across periods of study. 

Presenting a clear narrative within and across periods that notes connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

Begin to recognise and describe the nature and extent of diversity, change and continuity and suggest 

relationships between causes. 

Communication 
Produce detailed structured work to select and deploy information and make appropriate use of historical 

terminology and contrasting evidence. 

Enquiry, Interpretation and Using Sources 
Understand the methods of historical enquiry, how evidence is used to make historical claims, and 

begin to discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been 

constructed. 

Use sources as a basis for research from which they will begin to use information as evidence to test 

hypotheses 

Begin to recognise why some events, people and changes might be judged as more historically significant 

than others. 

Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of different sources and that 

different versions of past events often exist, giving some reasons for this. 

Begin to evaluate sources to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been constructed, and establish evidence for particular 

enquiries. 

Knowledge - Content 

1. Abel’s Journey – Abel Heywood’s family is forced to leave 
Prestwick and move to a slum dwelling in Manchester. 

2. Weaving Worlds – The golden age of handweaving before 

the mechanisation of spinning and weaving.  Richard 
Arkwright, Preston businessman and inventor. 

3. Steam Changes Manchester – The first steam powered mill.  

The boom in industry, the boom in population and the 
deterioration of urban areas into slums. 

4. Abel’s Worlds – The collapse of handweaving. Rioting, strikes 
and Luddites.  The Corn Laws, the Blanketeers and the quest 

for universal suffrage. The Peterloo massacre.  The Mechanics 

Institute and access to learning. 
5. Prison, Protest, Politics and Print – Abel’s newsroom and 

his arrest and imprisonment. The great Reform Act.  The 
Chartists and The Northern Star. Abel the businessman and 

publisher. 

6. The People’s Town Hall – Manchester gains a city council. 
The first intercity railway (Liverpool to Manchester). The cotton 

famine and the impact on Cottonopolis (Manchester).  Abel 

becomes Mayo=r of Manchester and opens Manchester Town 
Hall. 

Key Vocabulary Challenging Vocabulary 
incremental foundry slum water frame flying 

shuttle 
spinning 

jenny 

noxious unscrupulous universal suffrage 

Manchester 
Abel Heywood 

abject revolution privy rabbit warren demonstrated 

lodgings strove contemporaries warp ceasing ailments bought the lease yeomanry 

meagre brewery yearning premises weft fustian petition took their ease manufacturers 

expanse dyeworks notorious partitions woven Arkwright strikes parliament magistrates 

lately mill endured ceaseless handloom clogs eligible Corn Laws steamroller 

steeples scuttling Sunday 
School 

whirring nimble outdo radical powerloom pamphlets 

horizon labyrinth awestruck shuttle teemed reform oversupply subscription 

odours scavenged flexible underworld humid artisans demands livelihoods lectures 

acquaint Sunday best Members of 
Parliament 

tagline illegal dialect ignorance constituencies undoubtedly 

enterprise alerting agitating browsing mahogany Peterloo middle classes enterprising 

jubilant town council ratepayers at its forefront relief wryly gothic fizzled out intellectual 

locomotive laid off incorporated incorporation level crossing come to fruition insurmountable stood for 
 

constituencies Defined local area of the UK represented by one Member of Parliament (MP) in the House of Commons. 

contemporaries People who live at the same time as one another, or things that happen during the same historical period. 

Corn Laws British government rules that placed high taxes on imported grain. 

incremental Something that increases, changes or grows gradually. 

spinning jenny A revolutionary hand-powered machine that allowed one person to spin multiple spools of cotton thread at 
once. 

fustian A thick, durable, twilled cotton fabric. 

flying shuttle Revolutionary weaving implement allowing a single weaver to produce wider cloth much faster than by passing 

a shuttle by hand. 

universal suffrage The right for all adult citizens to vote in elections regardless of their wealth or background. 
 

 


