
Year group: Reception 

/ Year One 

Term: SPRING 1 Theme: Colour Mixing & Printing 

Prior learning Cross-curricular and visits/visitors 

• Know the colours of the rainbow through song or another learnt 

experience. 

• Be able to use a paint brush to mix colours. 

• Understands the terms ‘hot’ and ‘cold’ 

Science topic- Plants 

Disciplinary Knowledge (Year One) 

Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 

experiences. 

Explore and record their own ideas through drawing, in response to first-hand 

observations. 

Talk about their ideas and the choices they have made, e.g. chosen colours 

Beginning to work creatively with printing skills. 

 

Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques  

Begin to use craft and design techniques to explore the use of line, texture, 

colour, shape to create different effects.  

Begin to demonstrate control of given tools and materials to create a desired 

effect. 

 

Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 

design  

Describe some of the art and design techniques they have used in their work 

e.g painting and printing.   

Talk about the features they like in their own work and in the work of others.  

Talk about what they might change in their own work. 

 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

• Know that the primary colours are red, yellow, and blue. 

• Know that orange, green and purple are the secondary colours. 

• Know how to mix primary colours to make secondary: 

Red + yellow = orange 

Yellow + blue = green 

Red + blue = purple 

• Know how to use a roller and ink to create a print 

• Know the difference between a drawing, painting and printing 

Early Learning Goals 

Expressive Art & Design ‘Creating with materials’ (ELG) 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

Physical Development ‘Fine motor skills’(ELG) 

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and ink 

roller. 

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

 



Key Vocabulary New Vocabulary 

hot cold colour 

roller paint brush 

mixing press ink 

drawing painting print 
 

Primary colour Know these are red, yellow and blue 

Secondary colour Know these as orange, green and purple 

mixing palette Container for mixing paint 

print Mark with a coloured design or pattern 

outline A line indicating the shape of an object 

Observational drawing Drawing what you see 
 

 


