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Children should understand and be able to calculate multiplication as repeated addition, 
supported by the use of practical apparatus such as counters or cubes. e.g.  

 

5 x 3 can be shown as five groups of three with counters, either grouped in a random 
pattern, as below: 

 

 
 

 

 
or in a more ordered pattern, with the groups of three indicated by the border outline: 

 

 
 

 

Children should then develop this knowledge to show how multiplication calculations can be 
represented by an array, (this knowledge will support with the development of the grid 

method in the future).  Again, children should be encouraged to use practical apparatus and 

jottings to support their understanding, e.g.  
 

5 x 3* can be represented as an array in two forms (as it has commutativity): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 
 

 

*For mathematical accuracy 5 x 3 is represented by the second example above, rather than 
the first as it is five, three times.  However, because we use terms such as 'groups of' or 

'lots of', children are more familiar with the initial notation.  Once children understand the 

commutative order of multiplication the order is irrelevant). 

 

End of Year Objective: 
Calculate mathematical statements for multiplication (using repeated addition) and 
write them using the multiplication (x) and equals (=) signs. 

 

3 + 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 15 

5 + 5 + 5 = 15 


